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most careful and thorough parliamentary inquiry.
Although there may be much difference of opinion
as to what principles should regulate the government
of India, there can, I believe, be no difference of
opinion that those principles, when once determined,
ought to be embodied in precise and intelligible
legislation. As already stated, the government of
India is at the present time mainly controlled by the
Act which was passed in 1858, and this Act is so
obscurely worded that in attempting to interpret
some of its most important provisions, the highest
authorities have arrived at diametrically opposite
conclusions. This will be at once seen by reference
to a remarkable debate which took place in the House
of Lords in 1869. In that year the Duke of Argyll,
who was then Secretary of State for India, introduced
a Bill which effected an important change in the tenure
by which the members of the Council of the Secre-
tary of State had hitherto held their offices. By the
Act of 1858 the members of Council were to hold
their offices on the same permanent tenure as an
English judge. It was apparently thought that as to
them was to be entrusted the duty of controlling
expenditure, it was essential that their position should
be made as independent as possible. Soon after the
Duke of Argyll became Secretary of State it was
evident that he held a different view from that which